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Welcome
Mike Van Dyke
Chair, Long Beach Medical Center and Miller Children’s 
& Women’s Hospital Governing Board of Directors 
DFOS Alumnus ’2011 | Gala Panel Judge

For more than 15 years, Dancing for Our Stars has 
brought our community together in support of Long 
Beach Medical Center and Miller Children’s & Women’s 
Hospital and the patients and families who rely on their 
care every day.

As a DFOS alumnus, I know the courage it takes to step 
onto this stage. But what stays with you long after the 
music ends is the impact: the lives touched, the care 
advanced, and the hope made possible because this 
generous community shows up.

Tonight, I invite you to celebrate our dancers, thank them 
for their commitment, and give generously in support of 
our shared mission. Together, we ensure exceptional care 
remains close to home.

Katherine Keesal
Chair, Long Beach Medical Center Foundation & 
Miller Children’s & Women’s Hospital Foundation
DFOS Alumna 2017 | Past Gala Chair

Each year, Dancing for Our Stars reminds me of why 
this event is so special. For more than 15 years, it 
has united our community around one purpose — 
advancing the mission of our MemorialCare Long 
Beach hospitals.

As both a former dancer and past Gala Chair, I have 
experienced firsthand the energy, dedication, and 
generosity that define this evening. Behind every 
performance is a commitment to compassionate, 
innovative care for patients of all ages.

To our dancers - thank you for saying “yes” and 
leading with heart. And to our supporters - thank 
you for continuing this extraordinary legacy through 
your generosity tonight.
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DINNER SERVICE

Menu

ROASTED BEET SALAD

arugula and frisee, toasted pine nuts and chevre; 
maple balsamic vinaigrette

Entrée
8-HOUR SHORT RIB

braising jus with orange and cinnamon
whipped potatoes, asparagus and baby carrot

VEGETARIAN ENTREE

Eggplant Rollatina
Red Bell Pepper, Zucchini, Summer Squash, Bell Pepper Emulsion

DESSERT
(Alternated at each seat)
Classic Chocolate Cake

Crème Brûlée Cheesecake

DANCE COMPETITION & GIVING OPPORTUNITIES

Enjoy and vote for your favorite dancer’s performance(s) in support of 

Long Beach Medical Center and Miller Children’s & Women’s Hospital

DANCE PARTY(Dance floor opens)

CRYSTAL AWARDS PRESENTATION

DANCE PARTY CONTINUES

Welcome Reception
Centennial Ballroom Foyer
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INTRODUCING OUR 
2026 Dancers

Social Media
Please use #DFOS2026 and  

tag @MemorialCare and @MillerChildrens 

to share your DFOS photos on social media

4

Thank you for standing with 
our patients and families.

As our dancers share heartfelt stories of the care that has touched 

their lives, this reflects just a portion of our award-winning specialties 

and procedures, inspiring us to ensure that a significant portion of 

event proceeds support the comprehensive excellence of both 

hospitals. That funding is critical to programs such as graduate 

medical education, nursing and clinician education, diagnostic and 

imaging services, research, social and psychological support, Child 

Life, capital and technology enhancements, community outreach 

and education, and much more activity that bolsters our care and the 

wellbeing of our patients, and uplifts the health of our community. 

Why Your Support Matters



INTRODUCING OUR 
2026 Dancers

Emcee DJ Judges
Mike Shumard Martin Felipe

Waveform Events   
Entertainment

Dr. Regina Cash,  
Justin Rudd, Sofia Riley, 

 Mike Van Dyke

Social Media
Please use #DFOS2026 and  

tag @MemorialCare and @MillerChildrens 

to share your DFOS photos on social media
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TORIN CUNNINGHAM, MD  
AND CAROL CUNNINGHAM, NP 

JANET DOCKSTADER

DEBORAH (DEBBIE)  
FINKLESTEIN, MD 

KATIE JAKEMER

. .

. .

. SUMER & JASMINE TEMPLE

Introducing Our Alumni Dancers
Tonight, we honor and thank the incredible past participants who have 

generously given their time and commitment to this event over the years 
and who are dancing once again in celebration of our 15th Anniversary.

Natalie Barron ’15

Diane Beck ’15

Marcelle Epley ’22

Debra Greco ’16

Katherine Keesal ’17

Adriana Lanting ’24

Dr. Ioana Pal ’24

Lynne Pillsbury ’13

Trish Rasmussen ’24

Edward Steinhauser ’23

Kathie Sitton ’23

Dr. Mariusz Wirga ’19

.



Thank you for your generosity in
support of our patients this evening.

SCAN THE QR CODE THAT WILL 
TAKE YOU DIRECTLY TO THE 
MAIN DONATION FORM

Note: The main donation form allows you to vote for one dancer at a time. 
Your name (no amount) will be displayed on the large screen each time you 
use any donation form this evening.

TORIN CUNNINGHAM, MD 
AND CAROL 
CUNNINGHAM, NP

SUMER & JASMINE 
TEMPLE

DEBORAH (DEBBIE) 
FINKLESTEIN, MD

JANET 
DOCKSTADER

KATIE 
JAKEMER

SUPPORT YOUR FAVORITE  DANCER
BY VOTING VIA QR CODE

6

........................................................................

Physician - General and Addiction Psychiatrist

Deborah (Debbie) Finklestein, MD
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TONIGHT’S DANCER 

Physician - General and Addiction Psychiatrist

..................................................................................................

..............................................................................

Deborah (Debbie) Finklestein, MD

I’m honored to be dancing in this year’s event in tribute to my father, 
Dr. Jerry Finklestein, who served over 45 years as a pediatric hematologist 
oncologist at Long Beach Medical Center and Miller Children’s & Women’s 
Hospital. His passion for his work inspired my own journey—from volunteering 
at Camp Summersault and in the Child Life Department, to shadowing the 
hematology-oncology team during my pre-med years. These experiences 
helped shape my path toward becoming a psychiatrist and deepened my 
connection to this hospital and community.

Philanthropy has always been a part of my life. My sister and I grew up 
watching our parents give their time, energy, and resources to support 
others—whether it was family, friends, or the broader community. We 
were proud to be involved in the growth of the Jonathan Jaques Children’s 
Cancer Institute, where our dad served as founding medical director. Some 
of my favorite memories include joining him for the annual Torch Run and 
participating in the Tour of Long Beach cycling fundraiser to raise funds 
for the hospital. Those experiences taught me that giving back isn’t just 
something you do—it’s a way of life.
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I’ve been personally touched by multiple departments within the 
hospital, so it’s hard to narrow it down to just one. When my son was 
only 10 days old, he was admitted to the NICU at Miller’s, where we 
spent almost two weeks. He continues to be a patient at the Stramski 
Children’s Development Center, and he is the reason I’m dancing. I also 
feel a special connection to the Emergency Department, where my 
dad, John Morris, received care during two emergency surgeries. And 
lastly, my sister serves as a nurse in the oncology unit, which makes 
this hospital feel even more like family to me.

I’m defi nitely a little nervous, but more than anything, I want to show 
my kids what it looks like to step outside your comfort zone and do 
something that makes a di£ erence. For me, philanthropy comes from 
a place of gratitude and connection. It’s not just about giving—it’s 
about showing up, listening, and caring. I believe even the smallest 
act of kindness can create a ripple e£ ect.

TONIGHT’S DANCER

Restaurant Manager, The Boathouse on the Bay

Katie Jakemer

........................................................................

.....................................................................
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Torin Cunningham, MD 
and Carol Cunningham, NP

TONIGHT’S DANCER

Dr. Torin Cunningham, Medical Director of Pediatric Orthopedic Surgery, 
and Carol Cunningham, Pediatric Orthopedic Nurse Practitioner

....................................................................................

We are honored to serve the children and 
families of Miller Children’s & Women’s
Hospital — not only as providers, but as 
parents whose own lives were forever 
changed here. Together, we serve as 
Medical Director of Pediatric Orthopedic 
Surgery and Pediatric Orthopedic Nurse 
Practitioner, dedicating our careers to 
caring for children and families in our 
community.

Our connection to this hospital is deeply 
personal. Both of our sons were born 
prematurely and spent their fi rst two 
weeks in the Neonatal Intensive Care 
Unit (NICU). During that time, we 
experienced fi rsthand the extraordinary 
compassion, expertise, and family-
centered care that defi nes Miller 
Children’s &Women’s. The NICU team 
not only cared for our newborns — they 
cared for us as parents.

Restaurant Manager, The Boathouse on the Bay

Katie Jakemer

...............................

.....................................................................

That experience forever shaped how we 
practice today. It strengthened our belief 
in a collaborative, holistic, team-based 
approach to care — one that sees beyond 
a diagnosis and embraces the entire 
family journey. What we once received 
as grateful parents is what we now strive 
to provide every day as providers.

This year, we are dancing on behalf of the 
Pediatric Orthopedics Department and 
the NICU — the two areas that represent 
both our professional calling and our 
personal story.

We dance in gratitude and to ensure that 
every child receives the same extraordinary 
care that once meant everything to our 
own family.
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Owner/Operator, Don Temple Storage, Long Beach U-Store & Lock

Sumer & Jasmine Temple

I am dancing to highlight Long Beach Medical Center because of a very 
personal experience. A few years ago, my brother was misdiagnosed at 
another hospital and endured multiple surgeries before being transferred 
to Long Beach Medical Center. There, Dr. Garrett Wirth, Medical Director 
of the Wound Healing Center, and his team performed the surgeries that 
ultimately saved his leg. The care he received was extraordinary, and for 
the fi rst time, our family felt true relief knowing he was in the best hands.

Dancing in this year’s event is my way of honoring that experience 
and supporting the hospital that gave us so much hope—while also 
challenging myself to try something new and fun for such a great cause.

TONIGHT’S DANCER 

Attorney with Seastrom Tuttle Murphy Dockstader

...............................................................................

........................................................................
Janet Dockstader



Tonight, I am dancing alongside my daughter, Jasmine, in honor of the many ways 
Long Beach Medical Center and Miller Children’s & Women’s Hospital have support-
ed our family — from the births of my children to the compassionate care my father 
received during major surgery. Jasmine was born just minutes after her grandfather 
entered surgery, creating a deeply emotional and unforgettable moment for our family.

Years later, my son Lucas received life-changing support through the Stramski Center 
following his ASD diagnosis. These hospitals have cared for four generations of my 
family, and tonight, Jasmine and I dance in gratitude for the extraordinary impact 
they have had on our lives.

I am a proud Long Beach native and owner of Temple Family Enterprises, which 
includes Don Temple Storage and commercial properties across our city. A graduate 
of Poly High School and Chapman University, I continue my family’s legacy of business 
leadership and community service, serving on local boards including the Long Beach 
Area Chamber of Commerce and the LBCC Foundation. I have been honored with 
recognitions such as Women of Excellence in Business, Women of Distinction, and 
the Zelma Lipscomb Award for community impact.

Our love for Long Beach runs deep, and we are truly honored 
to give back to the community that has cared for our family in 
such a meaningful way.
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TONIGHT’S DANCER

Owner/Operator, Don Temple Storage, Long Beach U-Store & Lock

Sumer & Jasmine Temple

....................................................................................

................................................................................................

Attorney with Seastrom Tuttle Murphy Dockstader

........................................................................
Janet Dockstader



..............................................................................................................

Dancing for Our Stars  
Alumni

Our Stars Through the Years

2009 

Jeannie Baker 

Trent Bryson 

Chris Miller 

Lorie Moran 

Sandi Shadden 

2010 
Ray Bustamante 

Susan Galvao 

Randy Gordon &  
Nancy Becker 

Kimberly Hertzog 

Julie Jones 

Dr. Fombe Ndiforchu

2011 

Bree Bryson 

Carina Cristiano Leoni 

Denise Lund 

Dr. Fernando Mendoza 

Mike Van Dyke II  
& Ashley Prinzen 

Louise Ukleja

2012 

Ryan Choura 

Don & Julie Knabe 

Jeanna Mingram 

Dr. Martin Muth  
& Sandra Muth 

Susan Nicholson  
& Michael Fawver 

Lisa Ramelow 

2013 
Tommy & Rebekah 

Bennett 

Damon Dunn 

Lynne Pillsbury 

Je£ Severson 

Dr. Gretchen Stipec 

Doug & Nancy Todd

2014 

Dr. Daniel Bethencourt 

Jorge Kamburis 

Dr. Ron Malouf &  
Margaret Malouf

Nancy Piazza 

Naomi Rainey 

Don & Carl Ann Wylie

2015 

Natalie Barron 

Diane Beck 

Gary & Dawna DeLong 

Marisol Jablonski 

Dr. Robin LaBarbera  

& Carl LaBarbera 

Matt & Misty Treanor

2016 

Randy & Cindy Allen 

Debra Greco 

Hilda Sanchez &  
Dave Rigby 

Paul Velasco 

Dr. Nilesh Vora &  
Pinal Vora

2017 

Katherine Keesal 

Dr. Glenn Levine &  
Dr. Stacey Epstein 
Levine 

Denise Naughton

Gayle Pillsbury & 
daughter Stella Piburn 

Dr. Alyson Emery Zahn  
& John Zahn
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..............................................................................................................

Dancing for Our Stars 
Alumni

Our Stars Through the Years

*We fondly remember the 
dancers who are no longer 
with us and honor the joy, 
generosity, and spirit they 
brought to the stage.

DFOS Winners 
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2018

Cheri Busch

Walter & Judy* Larkins

Georgia Arellan

DeDe Rossi
Brian and Monika Dowd

2019

Drs. Mariusz & 
Aleksandra Wirga 

Ellyn McIntosh & 
Dave Sobanski 

Rick Bryson*

Amanda Johnson 

Rick Loveall

2022

Wayne Chaney Sr.

Marcelle Epley

Jan Rice

Sofi a Riley

Robert Senske, Jr. 

2023

Mario & Gloria Cordero

Kelly Heinen & Grant Stone

Jenny Patterson

Rebecca Rabenn

Kathie Sitton

Edward & Haley Steinhauser

Lynne Wainfan

2024

Josephine Molina

Dr. Ioana Pal

Trish Rasmussen

Adriana Lanting

Monique McCrimmon

Celebrating 15 Years of 
Inspiration, Courage, and Community



Confi rmed at the time of printing

Thank You
TO OUR GENEROUS SUPPORTERS TO DATE

TITLE SPONSOR

Temple Family 

Charitable Foundation

SWING SPONSOR

Miller Children’s Hospital 

Long Beach Auxiliary

TANGO SPONSORS 

Corridor Recycling, Inc.

John & Nina Mehigan

Schulzman-Neri Foundation

Southland Credit Union 

Turner Construction Company

Wasco Development Corp.

SALSA SPONSORS 

F&M Bank

Memorial Radiation Oncology 

Medical Group

Seastrom Tuttle Murphy Dockstader

Spineart

The Shadden Group

CHA-CHA SPONSORS

Bob & Mary Alice Braly

California State University, Long Beach 

Ginny’s Getaways

Halbert Hargrove

Hooper, Lundy & Bookman, P.C. 

Laserfi che

Long Beach Convention Center/ 

Visit Long Beach

Port of Long Beach

FOXTROT SPONSORS 

Dr. Sharifa Batts

Charlene & Phil Bosl

Robert & Noreen Curry

Katherine & Jim Lingle

Long Beach Memorial 

Pathology Medical Group

Lynne Pillsbury

TGIS Catering

Je£ rey B. Towns

John Fielder & Donita Van Horik

VZ Law, LLP
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ENTERTAINMENT

John & Patricia Wang

VIP KICKOFF PARTY

Keesal, Young & Logan

PREMIUM WINE

Kevin & Jennifer 
Peterson Foundation

VALET PARKING

Evalyn M. Bauer Foundation

RED CARPET PHOTOGRAPHY

Lisa Chapman

CHAMPAGNE

Mari Hooper

DINNER

Bob & Pam Funari

BAR

Brascia Builders
Olga Megdal

UNDERWRITERS

Brodsky Family Trust  •  Gary & Dawna DeLong  •  Doug & Nancy Todd

Joe & Karen Zucchero   •  The Earl B. and Loraine H. Miller Foundation

.........................................................................................................



Thank You
TO OUR GENEROUS SUPPORTERS TO DATE
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Congrats
Sumer and Jasmine
for your fantastic 
efforts to support this 
critical fundraiser for 
women and children. 
We are so proud of 
you two!!

Randy and Nancy 
Gordon
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We Proudly Support
MemorialCare 

Long Beach

HalbertHargrove.com
(562) 435-5657

Fiduciary Investment Management 
Wealth Advisory

No one has 
ever become 
poor by 
giving .....                                                                                

Diary of Anne Frank
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I S  P R O U D  T O  S U P P O R T

LONG BEACH MEDICAL CENTER   

A N D

MILLER CHILDREN’S & 
WOMEN’S HOSPITAL

T H A N K S  F O R  A L L  YO U
D O  F O R  S O  M A N Y !

LO N G  B E AC H  |  S A N  F R A N C I S C O
S E AT T L E  |  A N C H O R A G E  |  H O N G  KO N G

W W W . K Y L . C O M

19



 

The Shadden Group at Morgan Stanley 
Private Wealth Management and Graystone Consulting 

 
   Proudly Supports   

 
The 15th Annual Dancing for Our Stars Gala 

Crystal Celebration 
Long Beach Medical Center Foundation 

  
3840 Kilroy Airport Way, Suite 400 

Long Beach, CA 90806 | Tel (800) 556-7538  
https://advisor.morganstanley.com/the-shadden-group 
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Congratulations to the featured dancers.
Thank you for supporting

Long Beach Medical Center and
Miller Children’s & Women’s Hospital

GILBERT DODSON

proudly supports
Dr. Deborah Finklestein 
as she takes the stage!

pro portsuppo



 

The Shadden Group at Morgan Stanley 
Private Wealth Management and Graystone Consulting 

 
   Proudly Supports   

 
The 15th Annual Dancing for Our Stars Gala 

Crystal Celebration 
Long Beach Medical Center Foundation 

  
3840 Kilroy Airport Way, Suite 400 

Long Beach, CA 90806 | Tel (800) 556-7538  
https://advisor.morganstanley.com/the-shadden-group 
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PROUD SUPPORTER OF THE 
Long Beach Medical 
Center Foundation

SouthlandCU.org/memorialcare
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Social Media
Please use #DFOS2026 and 

tag @MemorialCare and @MillerChildrens
to share your DFOS photos on social media

Willmore Wine Bar
3848 Atlantic Avenue

Long Beach
562-492-5951

facebook.com/Willmorewine
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Social Media
Please use #DFOS2026 and  

tag @MemorialCare and @MillerChildrens 

to share your DFOS photos on social media

SCAN THE QR CODE THAT WILL  
TAKE YOU DIRECTLY TO THE  
MAIN DONATION FORM

Note: The main donation form allows you to vote for one dancer at a time.  
Your name (no amount) will be displayed on the large screen each time you  
use any donation form this evening.

.........................................................................................................
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MONDAY, JUNE 22, 2026
9:30 AM REGISTRATION | 11 AM SHOTGUN
VIRGINIA COUNTRY CLUB

For more information, please contact eventsmmcf@memorialcare.org or (562) 933-4483

Champion’s
Club Classic 
Long Beach’s Premier Golf Tournament

Save 
the 
Date

Benefiting
MemorialCare Miller Children’s 
& Women’s Hospital Long Beach

Scan to register/pay



MONDAY, JUNE 22, 2026
9:30 AM REGISTRATION | 11 AM SHOTGUN
VIRGINIA COUNTRY CLUB

For more information, please contact eventsmmcf@memorialcare.org or (562) 933-4483

Champion’s
Club Classic 
Long Beach’s Premier Golf Tournament

Save 
the 
Date

Benefiting
MemorialCare Miller Children’s 
& Women’s Hospital Long Beach

Scan to register/pay
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26th Annual 
Team Spirit 
Long Beach 
Cancer 5K
Benefi ting all cancers at the 
Todd Cancer Institute at 
Long Beach Medical Center

For more details, scan the code 
or visit: Annual Team Spirit Long 
Beach Cancer 5K | MemorialCare

Save the Date

Saturday, 
October 17, 

2026
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EMCEE– Mike Shumard for providing 
us with your electric energy, voice, 
and support again this year.

Judges– Regina Cash, Sofia Riley, 
Justin Rudd, and Mike Van Dyke  
for lending your time and  
entertaining commentary this year.

DJ Martin Felipe of Waveform  
Events for keeping our guests’ 
dancing feet moving all night.

Willmore Wine for your continued 
generosity in providing the donated 
champagne.

Our trusted photography and  
videography partners, Caught in  
the Moment and Elevated Media  
Productions, for the artistic  
production-value of your work  
that impacts our event each year. 

Stephanie’s Linens & More for the 
glitz and glam of your discounted 
linens and chairs.

Partywood for the dazzling,  
discounted specialty rentals  
and balloons.

Lisa Huppert (Studio L) for your  
tireless work and artistic talent on  
all our event designs and collateral. 

SEAS Production for being our  
trusted A/V partner for 9 years and  
the breathtaking production caliber 
you bring to our event each year.

The Westin Long Beach for your 
superb hospitality and delectable  
food and libations this evening.

WE WOULD LIKE TO ACKNOWLEDGE AND THANK THE FOLLOWING  

PARTNERS FOR THEIR INVALUABLE CONTRIBUTIONS TO THIS  

EVENING’S EVENT:

And a very special thank you  
to Keesal, Young & Logan  
for generously underwriting  
our 2026 VIP Kickoff Party.  
We appreciate your continued 
partnership and your enthusiastic 
support of this event each year.

Special Thanks
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Gala Committee

Acknowledgments

Rhiannon Acree

Virginia Baxter

Frank Beirne

Phil Bond

Mike Brascia

Joel Brodsky, D.D.S, MS

Lisa Chapman

Joe Cristina

Gary DeLong

Bill Durkee

Bob Foster*

Bob Funari

Rob Gunsalus

Katherine Keesal

Lara Khouri

John Mehigan

Board of Directors

Steve Nader

Richard Neri

Kevin Peterson

Lynne Pillsbury

Mark Santarsiero

Chris Tramontano

James Wells, MD

*In Memoriam

Natalie Barron

Pam Funari

Debra Greco

Katherine Keesal 

Adriana Lanting

Kathie Lozano Sitton
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Richard Neri

Lynne Pillsbury,  Chair Emeritus 

Haley Steinhauser



Gala Committee

Acknowledgments

Board of Directors
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years of heart, 
courage, and 
community — 

thank you 
for dancing 

alongside us.

Celebrating




